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CONSTITUTION OF CALIFORNIA. XXX1

them shall go out of office at the end of four years, two of them at the end of eight years, and
two of them at the end of twelve years, and an entry of such classification shall be made in the
minutes of the Court in bank, signed by them, and a duplieate thereof shall be filed in the office
of the Secretary of State. If a vacancy oceur in the office of a Justice, the Governor shall appoint
a person to hold the office until the election and qualification of a Justice to fill the vacancy,
which election shall take place at the next succeeding general election, and the Justice so elected
shall hold the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. The first election of the Justices
shall be at the first general election after the adoption and ratification of this Constitution.

Sro. 4. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction in all cases in equity, except
such as arise in Justices’ Courts; also, in all cases at law which involve the title or possession of
real estate, or the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, or in which the
demand, exclusive of interest, or the value of the property in controversy, amounts to three
hundred dollars; also, in cases of forcible entry and detainer, and in proceedings in 1nsolvency,
and in actions to prevent or abate a nuisance, and in all such probate matters as may be pro-
vided by law; also, in all eriminal cases prosecuted by indictment, or information in a Court of *

, tecord on questions of law alone. The Court shall alse have power to issue writs of mandamus,
certiorari, prohibition, and habeas corpus, and all other writs necessary or proper to the complete
exercise of 1ts appellate jurisdiction. Each of the Justices shall have power to issue writs of
habeas corpus to any part of the State, upon petition by or on behalf of any person held in actual
custody, and may make such writs returnable before himself, or the Supreme Court, or before
any Superior Court in the State, or before any Judge thereof.

Src. 5. The Superior Court shall have original jurisdiction in all cages in equity, and in all
cases at law which involve the title or possession of real property, or the legality of any tax,
impost, assessment, toll, or municrpal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand, exclu-
sive of interest, or the value of the property in controversy, amounts to three hundred dollars,
and in all eriminal cages amounting to felony, and cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided
for; of actions of forcible entry and detainer; of proceedings in inselvency; of actions to pre-
vent or abate a nuisance; of all matters of probate; of divorce and for annulment of marriage,
and of all such special cases and proceedings as are not otherwise provided for. And said Court
shall have the power of naturalization, and to issue papers therefor. They shall have appellate
Jjurisdietion in such cases arising in Justices’ and other inferior Courts in their respective coun-
ties as may be preseribed by law. They shall be always ofen (legal halidays and non-judicial
days excepted ), and their process shall extend to all parts of the State; provided, that all actions
for the recovery of the possession of, quieting the title to, or for the enforcement of liens upon
real estate, shall be commenced in the county in which the real estate, or any part thereof
affocted by such action or actions, is situated. Said Courts, and their Judges, shall have power
1o issue writs of mandamus, certiorari, prohibition, quo warranto, and habeas corpus, on petition
by or on behalf of any person in actual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions and
writs of prohibition may be issued and served on legal holidays and non-judicial days.

SEc. 6. There shall be in each of the organized counties, or cities and counties of the State, a
Superior Court, for each of which at least one Judge shall be elected by the qualified electors of
the county, or city and county, at the general State election; prowided, that until otherwise
ordered by the Legislature, only one Judge shall be elected for the Counties of Yuba and Sut-
ter, and thal in the City and County of San Francisco there shall be elected twelve Judges of
the Superior Court, any one or more of whom may hold Court. There may be as many sessions
of gaid Court, at the same time, as there are Judges thereof. The said Judges shall choose from
their own number s presiding Judge, who may be removed at their gleasure. He shall dis-
tribute the business ofPthe Court among the Judges thereof, and prescribe the order of business.
The judgments, orders, and proceedings of any session of the Superior Court, held by any one
or more of the Judges of said Courts, respectively, shall be equally effectual as if all the
Judges of said respective Courts presided at such session, In each of the Counties of Sacra-
mento, San Joaquin, Los Angeles, Sonoma, Santa Clara, and Alameda, there shall be elected
two such Judges. The term of office of Judges of the Superior Courts shall be six years from
and after the first Monday of January next succeeding therr election; provided, that the twelve
Judges of the Superior Court, elected in the City and County of San Francisco at the first elee-
tion held under this Constitution, shall at cheir first meeting, so classify themselves, by lot, that
four of them shall go out of office at the end of two years, and four of them shall go out of-
office at the end of four years, and four of them shall go out of office at the end of six years,
and an entry of such classification shall be made in the minutes of the Court, signed by them,
and a duplicate thereof filed in the office of the Secretary of Btate, The first-election of Judges
of the Superior Courts shall take place at the first general election held after the adoption and
ratification of this Constitution. If 2 vacaney occur in the office of Judge of a Superior Court,
the Governor shall appoint a person to hold the office until the election and qualification of a
Judge to fill the vacancy, which election shall take place at the next succeeding general elec-
tion, and the Judge so elected shall hold office for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Sgo. 7. In any ceunty, or city and county, other than the City and County of Ban Fran-
cisco, in which there shall be more than one Judge of the Superior Court, the Judges of sueh
Court may hold as many scssions of said Court at the same time as there are Judges thereof,
and shall apportion the business among themselves as equally as may be.

Src. 8. A Judge of any Superior Court may hold a Superior Court in any county, at the
request of a Judge of the Superior Court thereof, and upon the request of the Governor it shall
be his duty so to do. But a cause in a Superior Court may be tried by aJudge pro tempore,
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who must be a member of the bar, agreed upon in writing by the parties litigant or their attor-
neys of,_record, approved by the Court, and sworn to try the cause.

Brc. 9. The Legislature shall have no power to grant leave of absence to any judicial officer;
and any such officer who shall absent himself from the State for more than sixty consceutive
days shall be deemed to have forfeited his office. The Legislature of the State may at any
time, two thirds of the members of the Senate aud two thirds of the members of the Assembly
voting therefor, inerease or diminish the number of Judges of the Superior Court in any county,
or city and county in the State; provided, that no such reduction shall affeet any Judge who has
been elected. .

Sre. 10. Justices of the Supreme Court, and Judges of the Superior Courts, may be removed
by concurrent resolution of both Houses of the Legislature, adopted by a two thirds vote of
each House. All other judicial officers, except Justices of the Peace, may be removed by the
Senate on the recommendation of the Governor, but no removal shall be made by virtue of this
section, unless the cause thereof be entered on the Journal, nor unless the party complained of
has been served with a copy of the complaint against him, and shall have bad an opportunity
of being heard in his defense. On the question of removal, the ayes and noes shall be entered
on the Journal.

8Ec. 11. The Legislature shall determine the number of Justices of the Peace to be eleeted
in townships, incorporated cities and towns, or cities and counties, and shall fix by law the
powers, duties, and responsibilities of Justices of the Peace; provided, such powers shall not in
any case trench upon the jurisdiction of the several Courts of record, except that said Justices
shall have comcurrent jurisdictiorn with the Buperior Courts in cases of forcible entry and
detainer, where the rental value does not exceed twenty-five dollars per month, and where the
whole amount of damages claimed does not exeeed two hundred dollars, and in cases to enforee
and foreelose liens on personal property when neither the amount of the liens nor the value of
the property amounts to three hundred dollars.

Src. 12.  The Supreme Court, the Superior Courts, and such other Courts ag the Legislature
shall prescribe, shall be Courts of record.

Sre. 13. The Legislature shall fix by law the jurisdiction of any inferior Courts which may
be established in pursuance of section one of this article, and shall fix by law the powers,
duties, and responsibilities of the Judges thereof.

Skc. 14. The Legislature shall provide for the election of a Clerk of the Supreme Court, and
shall fix by law his duties and compensation, which compensation shall not be inecrzased or
diminished during the term for which he shall have been elected. The County Clerks shall be
ex officio Clerks of the Courts of record in and for their respective counties, or cisies and
counties. The Legislature may also provide for the appointment, by the several Superior
Courts, of one or more Commissioners in their respective counties, or cities and counties, with
authority to perform Chamber business of the Judges of the Superior Courts, to take deposi-
tions, and perform such other business connected with the administration of justice as may be
prescribed by law.

Src. 15, No judicial officer, except Justices of the Peace and Court Commissione-s, shall
receive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office. ‘

Src. 16. The Legislature shall provide for the speedy publication of such opinions of the
Bupreme Court as it may deem expedient, and all opinions shall be free for publication by any

erson.

P 8ge. 17. The Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Superior Court shall severally,
at stated times during their continuance in office, receive for their services a compensation
which shall not be increased or diminished after their election, nor during the term for which
they shall have been elected. The salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Court shall be paid
by the State. One half of the salary of each Superior Court Judge shall be paid by the State;
the other half thereof shall be paid by the county for which he is elected. During the term of
the first Judges elected under this Constitution, the annual salaries of the Justices of the
Supreme Court shall be six thousand dollars each, Until otherwise changed by the Legislature,
the Superior Court Judges shall receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars each, pay-
able monthly, except the Judges of the City and County of Ban Franeiseo, and the Counties of
Alameda, 8an Joaquin, Los Angeles, Santa Clara, Yuba and Satter combined, Sacramento,
Butte, Nevada, and Sonoma, which shall receive four thousand dollars each. -

Src. 18. The Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Superior Courts shall be ineli-
gible to any other office or public employment than a judicial office or employment during the
term for which they shall have been elected.

8uc. 19.  Judges shall not charge juries with respect to matters of fact, but may state the tes-
timony and declare the law.

Suc. 20. The style of all process shall be, “ The People of the State of California,” and all
prosecutions shall be conducted in their name and by their authority.

8rc. 21, The Justices shall appoint a Reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court, who
shall hold his office and be removable at thewr pleasure. He shall receive an annual salary not
to exceed twenty-five hundred dollars, payable monthly.

Sec. 22. No Judge of a Courl, of record shall practice law in any Court of this State during
his continuance in office.

Suo. 23. No one shall be eligible to the office of Justice of the Supreme Court, or to the office
of Judge of 2 Superior Court, unless he shall have been admitted to practice before the Supreme
Court of the State. *
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8ec. 24. No Judge of a Superior Court nor of the Supreme Court shall, after the first day of
July, one thousand eight hundred and eighty, be allowed to draw or receive any monthly sal-
ary unless he shall take and subseribe an affidavit before an officer entitled to administer oaths,
that no cause in his Court remains undecided that has been submitted for decision for the period
of ninety days.«

ARTICLE VIL
PARDONING POWER.

Sremion 1. The Governor shall have the power to grant reprieves, pardons, and commuta~
tions of sentence, after conviction, for -all offenses except treason and cases of impeachment,
upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, as he may think proper, sub-
jeet to such regulations as may be provided by law relative to the manner of applying for
pardons. Upon conviction for treason, the Governor shall have power to suspend the execution
of the sentence until the case shall be reported to the Legislature at its next meeting, when the
Legislature shall either pardon, direet the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve.
The Governor shall communicate to the Legislature, at the beginning of every session, every
case of reprieve or pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, the crime of which he was
convicted, the sentence, its date, the date of the pardon or reprieve, and the reasons for grant-
ing tho same. Neither the Governor nor the Legislature shall have power to grant pardons, or
commutations of sentence, in any case where the conviet has been twice convieted of felony,
unless upon the written recommendation of a majority of the Judges of the Supreme Court.

) ARTICLE VIIL *
MILITIA.

Secrion 1. The Legislature shall provide, by law, for organizing and disciplining the militia, -
in such manner as it may deem expedient, not incompatible with the Constitution and laws of
the United States. Officers of the militia shall be elected or appointed in such manner as the
Legislature shall from time to time direct, and shall be commissioned by the Governor. The
Governor shall have power to call forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to suppress
insurrections, and repel invasions. .

Sec. 2, All military organizations provided for by this Constitution, or any law of this State,
and receiving State support, shall, while under arms either for ceremony or duty, carry no
device, banuer, or flag of, any State or nation, except that of the United States or the Stafe of
California.

ARTICLE IX.
EDUCATION.

SectioN 1. A general diffusion of knowledge and intelligence being essential to.the preserva-
tion of the rights and liberties of the people, the Legislature shall encourage by all suitable
means the promotion of intellectual, scientifie, moral, and agricultural improvement.

Src. 2. A Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, at each gubernatorial election after the
adoption of this Constitution, be elected by the gualified electors of the State. He shall receive
o salary equal to that of the Secrotary of State, and shall enter upon the duties of his office on
the first Monday after the first day of January next succeeding his clection.

Src. 3. A Superintendent of Schools for each county shall be elected by the qualified elect-
ors thereof at each gubernatorial election; provided, that the Legislature may authorize two or
more counties to unite and elect one Superintendent for the eounties so uniting.

Skc. 4. The proceeds of all lands that bave been or may be granted by the United States to
this State for the support of commeon schools which may be, or may have been, sold or disposed
of, and the five hundred thousand acres of land granted to the new States under an Aet of
Congress distributing the proceeds of the public Jands among the several States of the Union,
approved A. D. one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, and all estates of deceased persons
who may have died without leaving a will or heir, and also such per cent. as may be granted,
or may have been granted, by Congress on the sale of lands in this State, shall be and remain
a perpetual fund, the interest of which, together with all the rents of the unsold lands, and
such other means as the Legislature may provide, shall be inviolably appropriaied to the sup-
port of common schools throughout the Btate. .

Skc. 5. The Legislature shall provide for a system of common schools by whicl a free school
shall be kept up and suEported in each district at least six months in every yoar, after the first
year in which a school has been established.

Skc. 8. The public school system shall include primary and grammar schools, and such high
schools, evening schools, normal schools, and technical schools as may be established by the
Legislature, or by municipal or district authority ; but the entire revenue derived from the State
School Fund, and the State school tax, shall be applied exclusively to the support of primary
and grammar schools.

8uc. 7. The local Boards of Education, and the Boards of Supervisors, and County Buperin-
tendents of the several counties which may not have County Boards of Edueation, shall adopt

5*
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@ series of text-books for the use of the common schools within their respective jurisdictions;
the text-books so adopted shall continue in use for not less than four years; they shall also
have control of the examination of teachers and the granting of teachers’ certificates within
their several jurisdictions.

Skc. 8. No public money shall ever be appropriated for the support of any sectaian or
denominational school, or any scheol not under the exelusive control of the officers of the pub-
lic schools; nor shall any sectarian or denominational doctrine be taught, or instruction thereon
be permitted, directly or indirectly, in any of the common schools of this State.

Skc. 9. The University of California shall constitute a public trust, and its organization and
government shall be perpetually continued 1 the form and character prescribed by the organic
Act creating the same, passed March twenty-third, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight (and the
several Acts amendatory thereof), subject only 1o such legislative control as may be neces-
sary to insure ecompliance with the terms of its endowments, and the proper investment and
security of its funds., It shall be entirely independent of all political or sectarian influence,
and kept free therefrom in ths appeintment of its Regents, and in the admimstration of its
affairs; provided, that all the moneys derived from the sale of the public lands donated to this
State by Act of Congress, approved July seeond, eighteen hundred and sixty-two (and “he sev-
eral Acts amendatory thereof ), shall be invested as provided by said Acts of Congress, and the
interest of said moneys shall be inviolably appropriated to the endowment, support, and main-
tenance of at least one College of Agriculture, where the leading objects shall be (without
excluding other scientific and classical studies, and including military tactics) to teach such
branches of learning as are relatéd to scientific and praetical agriculture and the mechanic arts,
in accordance with the requirements and conditions of said Acts of Congress; and the Legisla-
ture shall provide that if, through neglect, misappropriation, or any other contingenecy, any
portion of the funds so set apart shall be diminished or lost, the State shall replace such portion
50 lost or misappropriated, go that the principal thereof shall remain forever undiminished. No
person shall be debarred admission to any of the collegiate departments of the University on
account of sex.

ARTICLE X. ‘
STATE INSTITUTIONS AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Srcrrox 1. There shall be a State Board of Prison Directors, to consist of five persons, to be
appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall hold office for
ten years, except that the first appointed shall, in such manner as the Legislature may direct,
be so clamified that the term of one person so appointed shall expire at the end of each two
years during the first ten years, and vacancies oceurring shall be filled in like manner. The
appointee to a vacancey, occurring before the expiration of a term, shall hold office only for the
unexpired term of his predecessor. The Governor shall have the power to remove either of the
Directors for misconduet, incompetency, or negleet of duty, after an opportunity to be heard
upon written charges. .

Sre. 2. The Board of Directors shall have the charge and superintendance of the State Pris-
ons, and shall possess such powers, and perform such duties, in respect to other penal and
reformalory institutious of the State,as the Legislalure may prescribe.

Sgc. 3. The Board shall appoint the Warden and Clerk, and determine the other necessary
officers of the Prisons: The Board shall have power to remove the Wardens and Clerks for
misconduet, incompeteney, or neglect of duty. All other officers and employés of the Prisons
shall be appointed by the Warden thereof, and be removed at his pleasnre.

Su0. 4. The members of the Board shall receive no compensation other than reasonable trav-
eling and other expenses incurred while engaged in the performance of official dulies, to be
audited as the Legislature may direct.

8re. 5. The Legislature shall pass such laws as may be necessary to further define and reg-
ulate the powers and duties of the Board, Wardeng, and Clerks, and to carry into effect the
provisions of this article.

Sec. 6. After the first day of Janvary, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, the labor of con-
victs shall not be let out by contraet to any person, copartnership, company, or corporation, and
the Legislature shall, by law, provide for the working of convicts for the benefit of the State.

ARTICLE XI.
CITIES, COUNTIES, AND TOWNS.

S8ectioN 1. The several counties, as they now exist, are hereby recognized as legal subdivis-
ions of this State.

8rc. 2. No county seat shall be removed unless two thirds of the qualified electors of the
county, voting on the proposition at a general election, shall vote in favor of such removdl. A
proposition of removal shall not be submitted in the same county more than once in four years.

Sko. 3. No new county shall be established which shall reduce any county to a population
of less than eight thousand; nor shall a2 new county be formed containing a less population
than five thousand; nor shall any line thereof pass within five miles of the county seat of
any county proposed to be divided. Every county which shall be enlarged or created from
territory taken from any other county or counties, shall be liable for a just proportion of the
‘existing debts and liabilities of the county or counties from which such territory shall be taken.
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8rc. 4. The Legislature shall establish a system of county governments which shall be uni-
form throughout the State; and by general laws shall provide for township organization, under
which any county may organize whenever a majority of the qualified electors of sueh county,
voting at a general election, shall so determine; and, whenever a county shall adopt township
organization, the assessment and collection of the revenue shall be made, and the business of
such eounty and the local affairs of the soveral townships therein shalil be managed and trans-
acted in the manner preseribed by such general laws.

8Ec. 5. The Legislature, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for the election or
appointment, in the several counties, of Boards of Supervisors, Sheritfs, County Clerks, District
Attorneys, and such other county, township, and'municipal officers as public convenience may
require, and shall prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of office. It shall regulate the
compensation of all such officers, in proportion to duties, and for this purpose may classify the
counties by population; and it shall provide for the strict accountability of county and town-
ship officers for all fees which may be collected by them, and for all public and municipal
moneys which may be paid to them, or officially come 1nto their possession, '

Skc. 6. Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be created by special laws; but the
Legislature, by general laws, shall provide for the incorporation, organization, and classification,
in proportion to population, of cities and towns, which laws may be altered, amended, or
repealed. Cities and towns heretofore organized or incorporated may become organized under
such general laws whenever a majority of the electors voting at a general election shall so
determine, and shall organize in conformity therewith; and cities or towns heretofore or here-
after organized, and all charters thereof framed or adopted by autherity of this Constitution,
shall be subject to and controlled by general laws. i

8Ec. 7. City and county governments may be merged and consolidated inte one municipal
government, with one set of officers, and may be incorporated under general laws providing for
the incorporation and organization of corporations for municipal purposes. The provisions of
this Constitution applicable to eities, and also those applicable to counties, so far as not incon-
sistent or not prohubited to cities, shall be applicable to such consolidated government. In con-
solidated city and county governments, of more than one hundred thousand population, there
shall be two Boards of Supervisors or houses of legislation—one of which, to consist of twelve
persons, shall be elected by general ticket from the city and county at large, and shall hold
office for the term of four years, but shall be so classified that after the first election only six
shall be elected every two years; the other, to consist of twelve persons, shall be elected every
two years, and shall hold office for the term of two years. Any vacancy occurring in the office
of Bupervisor, in either Board, shall be filled by the Mayor or other chief executive officer.

8xc. 8. Any ity containing a population of more than one hundred thousand ihhabitants
may frame a charter for its own government, consistent with and subjeet to the Constitution and
laws of this State, by causing a Board of fifteen freeholders, who shall have been for at Jeast five
years qualified electors thereof, to be elected by the qualified voters of such city, at any general
or special election, whose duty it shall be, within ninety days after such election, to prepare
and propose a charter for such city, which shall be signed in duplicate by the members of such
Board, or s majority of them, and returned, one copy thereof to the Mayor, or other chief
executive officer of such eity, and the other to the Recorder of deeds of the county. Such pro-
posed charter shall then he published in two daily papers of general cireulation in such aty
for at least twenty days, and within not less than thirty days after such publication it shall be
submitted to the qualified electors of such city at a general or special election, and if a majority
of such qualified electors voting thereat shall ratify the same, it shall thereafter be submitted
to the Legislature for its approval or rejection as a whole, without power of alteration or
amendment, and if approved by a majority vote of the members elacted to each House, it shall
become the charter of such eity, or if such eity be consolidated with a county, then of such city
and county, and shall become the organie law thereof, and supersede any existing eharter and
all amendments thereof, and all special laws inconsistent with such charter. A copy of such
charter, certified by the Mayor, or chief executive officer, and authenticated by the seal of such
city, sefting forth the submission of such charter to the electors and its ratification by them,
shall be made in duplicate and deposited, one in the office of the Sceretary of State, the other,
after being recorded in the office of the Recorder of deeds of the county, among the archives of
the city; all Courts shall take judicial notice thereof. The charter so ratified may be amended
at intervals of not less than two years, by proposals therefor, submitted by legislative anthority
of the city to the qualified voters thereof, at a general or special election held at least sixty days
after the publication of sueh proposals, and ratified by at least three fifths of the qualified
electors voting thereat, and approved by the Legislature as herein provided for the approval of
the charter. In snbmitting any such charter, or amendment thereto, any alternative article or
proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters, and may be voted on separately
without prejudice to others,

SEc. 9. The compensation of any county, city, town, or municipal officer, shall not be
increased after his election or during his term of office; nor shall the term of any such officer
be extended beyond the pertod for which he is elected or appointed. .

Sko. 10.  No county, etty, town, or other public or municipal corporation, nor the inhabitants
thereof, nor the property therein, shall be released or discharged from its ox their proportionate
share of taxes to be levied for State purposes, nor shall commutation for such taxes be author-
ized in any form whatsoever.

Skc. 11.  Any county, eity, town, or township, may make and enforce within its limits all
such logal, police, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with general laws.
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8xc. 12, The Legislature shall have ne power to mmpose taxes upon counties, cities, towns,
or other public or municipal corporations, or upon the inhabitants or property thereof, for
county, city, town, or other munieipal purposes, but may, by general laws, vest in the corporate
authorities thereof the power to assess and collect taxes for such purposes.

8rc. 13. The Legislature shall not delegate to any special ommission, private corperation,
company, association, or individual, any power to make, control, appropriate, supervise, or in
any way interfere with, any county, city, town, or municipal improvement, money, property,
or effects, whether held in trust or otherwise, or to levy taxes or assessments, or perform any
municipal functions whatever.

Sko. 14. No State office shall be continued or created in any county, city, town, or other
munieipality, for the inspection, measurement, or graduation of any merchandise, manufacture,
or commodity ; but such county, city, town, or municipality may, when authorized by general
law, appoint such officers.

Src. 15, Private property shall not be taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debt
of any political or municipal corporation.

Sea. 16. All moneys, assessments, and taxes belonging to or collected for the use of any
county, city, town, or public or municipal corporation, coming into the hands of any officer
thereof, shall immediately be deposited with the Treasurer, or other legal depositary, to the
credit of such city, town, or other corporation respectively, for the benefit of the funds to which
they respectively belong.

8rc. 17. The making of profit out of county, city, town, or other public money, or using the
same for any purpose not authorized by law, by any officer having the possession or control
thereof, shall be a felony, and shall be prosecuted and punished as prescribed by law.

8rc. 18. No county, city, town, township, Board of Edueation, or school distriet, shall ineur
any indebtedness or liability in any manner, or for any purpose, exceeding in any vear the
income and revenue provided for it for such year, without the assent of two thirds of the quali-
fied electors thereof voting at an election to be held for that purpose, nor unless, befure or at
the time of incurring such indebtedness, provision shall be made for the collection of an annual
tax sufficient to pay the interest on such indebtedness ag it falls due, and also to constitute a
sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof within twenty years from the time of
contragbing the same. Any indebtedness or liabiliby incurred contrary to this provis on shall
be void.

8rc. 19. No public work or improvement of any description whatsoever shall be done or
made, in any city, in, upon, or about the streets thereof, or otherwise, the cost and ex pense of
which is made chargeable or may be assessed upon private properly by special assessment,
unless an estimate of such cost and expense shall be made, and an assessment, in proportion fo
the benefits, on the property to be affected or benefited, shall be levied, collected, and oaid into
the city treasury before such work or improvement shall be commenced, or any contract for
letting or doing the same aubthorized or performed. In any city where there are no public
works owned and coutrolled by the municipality, for the supplyiiig the same with water or
artificial light, any individual, or any company duly incorporated for such purpose under and
by authority of the laws of this State, shall, under the direction of the Superintendent of
Btreets, or olher officer in control thereof, and under such general regulations as the munici-
pality may prescribe for damages and indemnity for damages, have the privilege of using the
public streets and thoroughfares thereof, and of laying down pipes and conduits therein, and
connections therewith, so far as may be necessary for introducing into and supplying such city
and its inhabitants either with gaslight or other illuminating light, or with fresh water for
domestic and all other purposes, upon the condition that the municipal government shall have
the right to regulate the charges thereof.

ARTICLE XIIL
- CORPORATIONS.

SuerroN 1. Corporations may be formed under general laws, but shall not be created by
special Act. All laws now in force in this State concerning corporations, and all laws that may
be hereafter passed pursuant to this section, may be altered from time to time or repenled.

Src. 2. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individual liability of the corpo-
rafors and other means as may be prescribed by law.

Suc. 3. Each stockholder of a corporation, or joint stock association, shall be individually
and personally liable for such proportion of all its debts and liabilities contracted or incurred,
during the time he was a stockholder, as the amount of stock or shares owned by him bears to
the whole of the subscribed capital stock, or shares of the corporation or association., The
directors or trustees of corporations and joint-stock associations shall be jointly and severally
liable to the creditors and stockholders for all moneys embezzled or misappropriated by the
ofﬁgers of such corporation or joint stock association during the term of office of such director
or trustee.

Src. 4. The term corporations, as used in this article, shall be construed to include all asso-
ciations and joint stock companies having any of the powers or privileges of corporations not
possessed by individuals or partnerships; and all corporations shall have the right to sue and
shall be subject to be sued, in all Courts, in like cases as natural persons.

8ro. 5. The TLegislature shall have no power to pass any Act granting any charter for
hanking purposes, but corporations or associations may be formed for such purposes under





